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PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

DETROIT (AP) — Two men
accused of trying to sell a stolen copy of
“Star Wars: Episode II — Attack of the
Clones’’ on eBay were returned to their
native Canada after each paid about
$3,100 in fines. 

Amer Khawaj, 21, and Inderpreet
Grewal, 20, both of Etobicoke, Ontario,
pleaded no contest last month to
receiving and concealing stolen proper-
ty. 

Wayne County Circuit Judge
William Leo Cahalan sentenced them
last week to a year in jail, but said they
could be released upon payment of
$750 restitution in U.S. funds and
$4,000 in fines in Canadian funds, or
about $2,400 in U.S. dollars, Assistant
Prosecutor Rebecca Tenorio said. 

Both men paid the fines and restitu-
tion Wednesday and were turned over
to the U.S. Border Patrol, which escort-
ed them to the Michigan-Ontario bor-
der, a Wayne County Jail officer said
Friday. 

A no contest plea is not an admis-
sion of guilt. 

Khawaj and Grewal were accused of
stealing two canisters containing reels
of the film from a Woodbridge,
Ontario, movie theater. Authorities say
they tried to sell the reels on the eBay
Internet auction site for $3,000. 

Police acting on a tip set up a meet-
ing June 8 at a Detroit restaurant park-
ing lot. Officers posing as buyers
offered $2,500, and the men were
arrested after police said they accepted. 

——— 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — A Superior

Court jury awarded $14.9 million to a
talent agency that claimed The Walt
Disney Co. underpaid commissions to
the creator of the ABC Television sit-
com “Home Improvement.’’ 

After a two-week trial, the jury
found by a vote of 11-1 last week that

Disney failed to pay agreed-upon com-
missions after the series, which starred
Tim Allen, became a hit. 

The Agency for the Performing Arts
represented the show’s creator, Matt
Williams. “Home Improvement’’ aired
on ABC from 1991-99. 

Disney said it is considering an
appeal. 

“We are disappointed by the ver-
dict, particularly since we had pre-
vailed on the vast majority of the
claims in this case,’’ Disney said in a
statement. “We believe we had satis-
fied our obligation to APA. However,
the jury disagreed with our interpre-
tation of the definition of base
license fee. There are solid grounds
for appeal.’’ 

If the verdict stands, Disney would
share liability with several profit partic-
ipants and the company itself would be
liable for only 22 percent of the award,
according to Disney sources familiar
with the matter. 

Plaintiff attorney Larry Feldman
said how Disney shares the financial
load is its business. 

Feldman had argued that Disney
agreed to pay a commission on the
“base license fee’’ that it received from
ABC for each episode. In 1991, that fee
was $410,000. 

Feldman said the deal with Disney
called for the commission to rise,
assuming that the base license fee
would rise at a rate of 4 percent per
year. 

By the end of the series, ABC was
paying Disney $3 million per episode,
but Disney was paying APA a commis-
sion only on the original fee, plus the 4
percent growth rate. 

Disney did not own ABC in 1991
when the deal was struck. It later
acquired the network when it bought
Capital Cities/ABC in 1996. 

‘Star Wars’ Pirates Busted

MOVIE REVIEW

Austin Powers’ Latest, ‘Goldmember’ Amuses,
But Fails to Rise Above Potty Humor

By PETE BROOKS
Times Entertainment Writer

There was never any danger I was going
into the latest Austin Powers flick,
“Goldmember,” with my expectations too
high.

While always dependable laugh-getters,
the previous Austin Powers flicks are
already beginning to show their age, and the
trailers for this third one didn’t seem to hold
much promise that the franchise wasn’t just
coasting on its audience’s good will at this
point.

And there’s a deep, deep well of good
will for the franchise, if last weekend’s
record box office grosses are any indication.

“Goldmember” is, if nothing else, a
shrewdly concocted confection.

It starts off with a barrage of celebrity
cameos so overwhelming that it just sucks
the audience in, then leaves them putty in
the filmmakers’ hands.

It seems no matter how silly things get
from there, you keep remembering, “Well,
gee — if Tom Cruise thought this movie
was worth his time, it must certainly be
worth mine!”

And for the most part, it is — both silly,
and worth the brisk 90 minutes it takes to
sit through it.

This time, British super-spy Powers
(Mike Myers) travels back through time to
the 1970s to thwart the evil schemes of a
villain whose motif and excesses are specif-
ic to his pop-cultural era; in this case,
Eurotrash disco mogul Johann van der
Smut, aka Goldmember.

Goldmember is, of course, played by
Mike Myers, as are the other three principal
leads. I’m not sure one actor has played so
many lead parts in the same film since Peter
Sellers in Stanley Kubrick’s definitive Cold
War comedy, “Dr. Strangelove.”

To his credit, Myers pulls it off
admirably, and with apparent good humor.

On the other hand, Goldmember
himself seems to be the least thought-out
character of the entire Austin Powers
canon. With a vague accent, lame catch-
lines and scant screen time, he’s just win-
dow dressing for Meyers’ other trio of
comic personas.

And of the three, only Dr. Evil registers
as anything other than a one-gag wonder,

even though they try to give Fat Bastard a
little dramatic business this time out.

Myers and the film’s director, Jay Roach,
even try to introduce some potentially
touchy-feely father & son issues — Austin is
still trying to win his father’s approval, and a
rivalry erupts between Mini-Me and Dr. Evil’s
son (Seth Green) — but it’s hard to tell how
seriously they expect it to be taken. 

Really, this whole plot thread is just a
red herring. This movie is about bodily
functions and appendages, period.

It should come as no surprise to anyone
who’s ever seen a James Bond flick that this
movie eventually settles in and follows
Powers’ attempts to keep Goldmember from
destroying the world.

Along the way, Powers acquires a beau-
tiful female sidekick (Destiny’s Child thrush
Beyoncé Knowles) and reunites with his
super-spy Dad, veteran British character
actor Michael Caine.

Sadly, neither of the two rises (or sinks) to
Myers’ level of inspired immaturity.

Knowles’ character, Foxxy Cleopatra, is
a rather tepid send-up of Blaxploitation
Flick superstar Pam Grier, herself a much

more fiery, provocative screen presence than
the lovely, but vapid Miss Knowles.

On the way to resolving this episode’s
nominal threat to world safety, there is no
end of potty humor, much silly use of sil-
houettes  and two (count ‘em two!) com-
plete musical production numbers.

The best of the two involves Dr. Evil and
his clone, Mini-Me (Verne Troyer), doing an
inspired take-off on rapper Jay-Z’s version of
“It’s a Hard Knock Life” from the Broadway
musical “Annie.”

There are also long-ish stretches where
nothing of note or interest really happens,
but just when it seems the filmmakers have
wrung the last laugh out of the material,
another extended bit of infantile hilarity
comes along.

Even when Myers is slumming, he does-
n’t fail to entertain.

The bottom line is, this movie is sure
to appeal to the sniggering six-year-old
boy in everyone. It’s packed with just
enough cheap gags, done just well
enough to get its dirty business done and
make it worth the six or seven bucks it
takes to get in.

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Bruce
Springsteen did some reporting for his new
album “The Rising,’’ the first major work of
music to respond to the events of Sept. 11. 

Two widows told Time magazine that
Springsteen, 52, called them after the ter-
rorist attacks to learn more about their hus-
bands and their loss. 

Springsteen also addressed charges that
the album might be exploiting the tragedy. 

“When you’re putting yourself into
shoes you haven’t worn, you have to be very
... just very thoughtful, is the way that I’d
put it. Just thoughtful,’’ Springsteen told the
magazine. 

“You call on your craft, and you go
searching for it, and hopefully what makes
people listen is that over the years you’ve
been serious and honest,’’ he said. 

“The Rising’’ goes on sale Tuesday and is
Springsteen’s first work of new material in

seven years. His 46-
city tour with the E
Street Band starts
Aug. 7. 

S p r i n g s t e e n ’s
home county,
Monmouth, lost 158
people in the World
Trade Center bomb-
ing, more than any
other in New Jersey.
He noticed from

reading The New York Times obituaries
how often his songs, from “Thunder Road’’
to “Born in the U.S.A.,’’ were played at
memorial services. 

“This was one of those moments when
the years that I’ve put in and the relation-
ships that I’ve developed and nurtured with
my audience — this was one of those times
when people want to see you,’’ he said.

SPRINGSTEEN

Bruce Springsteen’s Latest Album
Responds to Sept. 11

HIV-Positive Muppet May Yet Appear
on US ‘Sesame Street’

BY LYNN ELBER
PASADENA, California (AP) — A

public television executive said he
won’t rule out the appearance of an
HIV-positive Muppet on “Sesame
Street,’’ saying the show’s approach will
reflect the virus’ impact on U.S. chil-
dren. 

An HIV-positive character will join
South Africa’s version of the show in
September, and some federal American
lawmakers had grown alarmed by the
possibility of such a character joining
the U.S. show, questioning whether it
was age appropriate. 

PBS President Pat Mitchell told the
Television Critics Association on Friday
that the South African character grew
from the needs of that country, where
millions of children are affected by
AIDS. 

If the virus became a more serious
problem for U.S. children, “Sesame
Street’’ would be as responsive as it has
been to other topics, Mitchell said. 

The public television show aimed at
preschoolers has dealt with the issue of
death before, Mitchell noted. 

She and the show’s producers had
previously said no HIV-positive charac-
ter was planned in the U.S. version. 

South Africa’s “Takalani Sesame’’ is
one of several locally produced versions
of the children’s program, which pre-
miered in the United States in 1969. 

Its new HIV-positive Muppet char-
acter was created at the urging of the
South African government to educate
children about AIDS. 

Some 4.7 million South Africans —
one in nine — are HIV positive, more
people than in any other country.




